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Welcome to 2016.   How quickly the years seem to come and go!   I think everyone who 
owns or works with horses will be longing for the spring to arrive as, although it has been 
a mild winter, it has been very wet and I know many people are struggling with the mud 
and wet ground conditions. 
 
Here is a report of the Ipswich Horse Society's 2015 events.   All of them proved 
successful, although the weather could have been better for our Winston ride. 
 
The committee decided that our fundraising for the year would be for the newly-named 
Bumblebee Children's Charity at Sproughton – formerly part of the Dame Vera Lynn 
Trust, which we supported in 2014, but now being independently run.   It is a fantastic 
little school devoted to children with all types of learning and physical disabilities such as 
Down's syndrome and cerebral palsy. 
 
We started the year with our Easter Monday show at Trinity Park.   This went very well 
and, thankfully, the weather was good.   Although entries were disappointing in the pony 
jumping classes, the Equifest classes attracted large numbers.   Many competitors 
commented on the good sized rings, especially with so many in the classes and many 
horses and ponies having their first outing of the year.   The show made a healthy profit of 
£901.33, largely due to some generous donations from businesses and individuals for 
which we are very grateful.   This event takes an ever-increasing amount of money and 
time to stage. 
 
Next came our Winston ride in June, by kind permission of Bill and Margaret James.   
This was much enjoyed by those who came, although a rather damp day probably 
affected the numbers riding, but we were happy that £401 had been raised. 
 
No sooner was this ride over, we were busy organising our September ride.   Our 
Chairman has to make many 'phone calls to landowners asking permission to ride some 
of the tracks as they are not bridleways.   Thankfully, a beautiful day brought 62 riders to 
Old Hall Estate, Barham (formerly part of Shrubland Hall Estate) where they again 
enjoyed a well-marked and organised ride.   We had many very happy riders thanking us, 
and our road marshals also commented on how many riders praised the ride and thanked 
them as they crossed the road.   That is what makes it all worthwhile – riders being 
happy.   We are always very grateful to Mr and Mrs Tanner for allowing us to start and 
finish this ride from this venue.   A grand sum of £1,259.60 was raised and the committee 
would like to thank all the riders who do get sponsorship, especially when there are so 
many similar events taking place on the same day.   We do try to get our dates published 
early when the calendar is clear but there will always be another event put on later on the 
same date. 
 
I mentioned at the beginning of this newsletter that our charity for 2015 was the 
Bumblebee Children's Charity so in November all the committee and Sue Few (a great 
supporter of the IHS) visited the school to present a cheque for £2,562.   They were 
overwhelmed and many of us had a tear in our eye when they told us about the work they 
do and we saw some very young children benefiting from their dedicated work.   Also, it 
was gratifying to know that all the money we donated goes into their work and not on 
administration costs. 
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We now look into 2016.   Plans are in place for the Easter Show, which is a little earlier 
this year so please keep your fingers crossed for nice weather, and we shall also hold our 
two sponsored rides.   We have chosen the East Anglian Air Ambulance and Suffolk 
Accident Rescue Service (SARS) as our two charities to support. 
 
There is one other piece of news to report.   We have totalled up the money we have 
donated over the years and at the moment this stands at £97,566, so our target for 2016 
is to reach the magnificent sum of £100,000.   All of this has been donated to local 
charities and organisations in Suffolk. 
 
If anyone feels they would like to support our show by making a donation we would be 
very grateful.    
 
The committee would like to thank everyone involved with helping at our events as it 
would be so difficult for us to run these so efficiently without you.   We are all getting 
older! 
 
We have now moved into the world of websites – better late than never! - and have a 
small site www.ipswichhorsesociety.onesuffolk.net where you will find an insight into our 
history and updates on our news. 
 
So I have just one thing left to do – to wish you all a happy, healthy and successful 2016 
and we hope to see you at our events, either competing or just to come to look, say hello 
and meet up with like-minded people. 
 
Regards      
 
Margaret Walton 
 
 
 

 

2016 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

SPRING SHOW 
Easter Monday 28th March at Trinity Park, Ipswich 

 
SPRING/SUMMER RIDE 

To be arranged 
 

AUTUMN RIDE 
To be arranged 

 

 


